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February 4th 2022 

 

Dear parents/carers, 

Social media usage of TikTok 

It has come to our attention that some of the children in KS2 are using the TikTok app inappropriately.  

As always, safeguarding is our number one priority. Our primary concern is keeping children away from harm whilst 

allowing them to have fun and express themselves in a safe online environment. It was widely publicised in the media 

and by the police when the app first became popular in 2019 that it was a magnet for paedophiles. It is for easy for 

people like that to sit behind their keyboards in the comfort of their own home posing a direct risk to children. Since 

then it has been downloaded over 2 billion times and has an estimated 800 million users around the world. Due to this 

explosion in popularity, the risks have also increased. Whilst some of the content is appropriate and fun, a lot has 

explicit language and adult themes. An open profile gives strangers access to any content that you post and allows 

them to directly message the user. This easy access has resulted in paedophiles targeting young children’s accounts 

and directly contacting them through the apps messaging features. 

Therefore, I remind you that children MUST be over the age of 13 to use TikTok. The January Online Safety newsletter 

that was emailed to all parents and can also be found on our school website, gives clear information about the dangers 

of using TikTok.  

In school we spend time teaching the children how to stay safe whilst going online and we have lots of open discussions 

about how to protect ourselves whilst using the apps and games that we love. Despite this, some children are putting 

themselves at risk by uploading content in school uniform via TikTok. This is hugely concerning and poses a very 

possible risk to those involved.  

Our priority is keeping the children safe. Despite the age limit for TikTok being 13, for those children whose parents 

do allow access to the TikTok app, we ask that adults monitor their accounts and their followers. Whilst TikTok insists 

users must be at least 13, the app asks for no proof of age when registering and so it may be possible that your child 

has created an account without your knowledge. 
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To clarify the age limit of the following Apps and social media websites: 

 

 

As always thank you for your support in this matter. I am sure you will all agree with me when I say that keeping the 

children safe is always the number one priority. 

Yours sincerely 

M Kelly 

Mr M Kelly 

Head Teacher 


