
Terminology 

It is crucial that staff and parents use consistent terminology with children so that children do not become confused.  

 

Term Definition  Term used with children 

Pure sounds The correct pronunciation of phonemes so that 
children can more easily blend to read words. 

Pure sounds 

Phoneme The smallest unit of sound in a word. Sound or phoneme 

Grapheme A written letter or group of letters representing 
one sound e.g. t, ck, igh 

Letter or grapheme 

Digraph A combination of two letters representing one 
sound, as in ‘ai’ and ‘ph’. 

Digraph 

Consonant digraph Two consonants which make one sound e.g. sh, ch, 
th 

Consonant digraph (From Year 
One) 

Vowel digraph A digraph in which at least one of the letters is a 
vowel e.g. oa, ar 

Vowel digraph (From Year 
One) 

Split digraph A digraph that is split by a consonant. Usually a 
long vowel sound e.g. ‘a-e’ (cake), u-e (rule). 

Split digraph 
Marked with a curve under the 
split digraph 

Trigraph Three letters which together make one sound e.g. 
igh 

Trigraph 

Blending The process of using phonics for reading.  Children 
identify and synthesise the phonemes in order to 

make a word. E.g. s-n-a-p, blended together, reads 
snap. 

Blending 
 

Segmenting Separating words into their constituent phonemes 
to spell. 

Segmenting 

Adjacent consonant Two or three letters making two or three sounds. 
E.g. the first three letters of strap are adjacent 

consonants.  Previously known as the consonant 
cluster. 

Adjacent consonant 

Pseudo words Tool to assess phonetic decoding – shows that the 
word hasn’t been memorised or learnt by sight. 

Alien words 
 

High frequency words The most common words used in English- a 
combination of phonetically decodable words and 

common exception words. 

High frequency words 

Common exception 
words/Tricky Words 

Words in which the English spelling code works in 
an unusual or uncommon way e.g. the, you, was. 

 Tricky words 

VC CVC CCVCC The abbreviations used for Vowel-consonant 
consonant- vowel consonant and consonant- 

consonant-vowel – consonant- consonant words, 
used to describe the order of sounds. 

n/a 

Morphology  An understanding that prefixes and suffixes can be 
added or taken away to change the meaning of a 

word.  Can make spelling of complex words or 
spelling exceptions easier for students to 

remember.  It enables children to identify root 
words and build word families effectively. 

Morphology 

Etymology Study of history of words. Etymology 

 


