
Subtraction



Skill: Subtract numbers with more than 4 digits Year: 5/6

Place value counters 
or plain counters on a 
place value grid are 
the most effective 
concrete resource 
when subtracting 
numbers with more 
than 4 digits.

At this stage, children 
should be 
encouraged to work 
in the abstract, using 
column method to 
subtract larger 
numbers efficiently.

294,382 − 182,501 = 111,881

294,382

182,501 ?



Skill: Subtract with up to 3 decimal places Year: 5/6

Place value counters 
and plain counters on 
a place value grid are 
the most effective 
manipulative when 
subtracting decimals 
with 1, 2 and then 3 
decimal places.

Ensure children have 
experience of 
subtracting decimals 
with a variety of 
decimal places. This 
includes putting this 
into context when 
subtracting money 
and other measures.

5.43 − 2.7 = 2.73

5.43

2.7 ?

2.7 ?
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